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In Defense of Food,  
by Michael Pollan 

 
"In Defense of Food does an 

amazing job of pulling information 
together and synthesizing 

conclusions. Pollan follows the 
success of his first two bestselling 
books with one that’s just as easy 

to read as his other two books, and certainly just 
as informative." —Reviewed by: Lindsay H. 

 
 

Elegance of the Hedgehog, 
by Muriel Barbery 

 
"The two main characters provide 
the double narrative, and you will 

fall in love with both. The 
intelligent Muriel Barbery has 

served readers well by giving us 
the gently satirical, exceptionally 

winning and inevitably bittersweet 
Elegance of the Hedgehog."  

—Michael Dirda, The Washington Post  
 

The Girl with the Dragon 
Tattoo, by Steig Larsson 

 
A spellbinding amalgam of 

murder mystery, family saga, love 
story, and financial intrigue, The 
Girl with the Dragon Tattoo is a 

stunningly intelligent novel about 
society at its most hidden. The 

novel explores the intimate lives 
of a brilliantly realized cast of characters forced to 

face the darker aspects of their world and lives.  
 

 

Unaccustomed Earth,  
by Jhumpa Lahiri 

 
"In Unaccustomed Earth, Lahiri 

once again turns her attention to 
the issue of nationality and first-
generation Americans in eight 

splendidly crafted short stories. 
The intersecting lives touch on 

love, death, and what it means to 
belong." —Reviewed by: Mandy 

 

Olive Kitteridge,  
by Elizabeth Strout 

 
"Thirteen linked tales present a 
heart-wrenching, penetrating 

portrait of ordinary coastal 
Mainers living lives of quiet grief 

intermingled with flashes of 
human connection. The collection 

is easy to read and impossible to forget.”  
—Publishers Weekly, starred review 

 
 

The Art of Racing in the Rain, 
by Garth Stein 

 
A heart-wrenching but deeply 
funny and ultimately uplifting 

story of family, love, loyalty, and 
hope, The Art of Racing in the 

Rain is a beautifully crafted and 
captivating look at the wonders 

and absurdities of human life...as 
only a dog could tell it.   

 
 

Say You're One of Them,  
by Uwem Akpan 

 
With the intensity of Chinua 

Achebe's Things Fall Apart, Say 
You're One of Them tells of the 
horrors faced by young people 
throughout Africa. Akpan uses 

five short stories to bring to light 
topics ranging from selling 

children in Gabon to the Muslim vs. Christian 
battles in Ethiopia. 

 
The Story of Edgar Sawtelle, 

by David Wroblewski 
 

David Wroblewski is a master 
storyteller, and his breathtaking 

scenes—the elemental woods, the 
sweep of seasons, a vision 

rendered in the falling rain—
create a riveting family saga, a 

brilliant exploration of language, 
and a compulsively readable modern classic. 

Boulder’s Bookclub Bestsellers 
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The Guernsey Literary & Potato 
Peel Pie Society, by Mary Ann 

Shaffer & Annie Barrows 
 

The Guernsey Literary and Potato 
Peel Pie Society—born as a spur-of-

the-moment alibi when its 
members were discovered 

breaking curfew by the Germans 
occupying their island—boasts a 

charming, funny, deeply human cast of 
characters. —Alyssa’s Book Club 

 
 

Sea of Poppies,  
by Amitav Ghosh 

 
At the heart of this vibrant saga is 
a vast ship, the Ibis. Her destiny is 
a tumultuous voyage across the 
Indian Ocean shortly before the 
outbreak of the Opium Wars in 
China. Her passengers are a 

panorama of characters whose diaspora 
encapsulates the vexed colonial history of the 

East itself.  
 
 

Loving Frank,  
by Nancy Horan 

 
In this ambitious debut novel, fact 

and fiction blend together 
brilliantly to portray the 

clandestine love affair between 
Mamah Borthwick Cheney and 
Frank Lloyd Wright. In Loving 

Frank, author Horan gives full weight to their 
dramatic love story and illuminates Cheney’s 

profound influence on Wright. 
 

 
The Time Traveler's Wife,  

by Audrey Niffenegger 
 

Though the subject of time travel 
is usually found in science fiction 
novels, this book is truly a love 
story.  With imaginative writing, 
this universal theme receives a 

twist. The story is absorbing, and 
Niffenegger's crafting of this tale 

makes it an enjoyable and powerful read. 

 

The Faith Club, by Ranya 
Idliby, Suzanne Oliver, and 

Priscilla Warner 
 

Destined to spawn interfaith 
discussion groups, The Faith Club 
is a memoir of spiritual reflections 

in three voices. As the authors 
reveal their beliefs, readers watch 

the blossoming of a profound 
interfaith friendship and a new way of relating to 

others.  —Hadassah Book Club 
 

 

The Beast In the Garden,  
by David Baron 

 
In 1991, in a small town not far 

from Boulder, a jogger was killed 
and partially eaten by a mountain 
lion. In an engrossing book that 
reads like a true crime thriller, 

Baron, a science and 
environmental writer, follows the advance of 

mountain lions around Boulder as if they were 
serial killers. —Alyssa’s Book Club 

 
 

The Forever War,  
by Dexter Filkins 

 
Filkins, a New York Times prize–
winning reporter, has written a 

richly textured book based on his 
work in Afghanistan and Iraq 

since 1998. In vividly illustrating 
the varied ways people in 

Afghanistan and Iraq have been affected by 
ongoing war, Filkins demonstrates that truth in 

prose. —Literati Book Club 
 

 

Cutting for Stone, by 
Abraham Verghese 

 
A sweeping, emotionally riveting 
first novel, this is an enthralling 

family saga of Africa and America, 
doctors and patients, exile and 
home. An epic story about the 
power, intimacy, and curious 
beauty of the work of healing 

others. (in paperback January 2010) 

Other Local Bookclubs Recommend... 
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Love Begins in Winter,  

by Simon Van Booy 
 

“This is the second collection of 
short stories by a very talented 
writer.  The stories in this book 

are haunting, vivid and full of life. 
The writing is impressionistic, 

surprising and absolutely 
lovely." —Reviewed by: Stephanie W. 

 
 

 

The White Garden,  
by Stephanie Barron 

 
This enthralling mystery begins 
with the discovery of Virginia 

Woolf's last diary, its first entry 
dated the day after she allegedly 
killed herself. Rich with historical 
detail, this is an enthralling novel 
of literary suspense that explores 

the many ways the past haunts the present–and 
the dark secrets that lurk beneath the surface.  

 
 

Girl Trouble,  
by Holly Goddard Jones 

 
"This powerful debut collection of 
eight stories takes place in rural 
Roma, Kentucky. Themes of loss, 

isolation, deep sadness and regret 
are prevalent throughout. Two of 
the stories are related, but told 

from vastly different perspectives. A finely 
crafted, poignant read, which will stick with you a 

long time." —Reviewed by: Sally Laventure 
 

 
The Great Man,  

by Kate Christensen 
 

“This penetratingly observed 
novel is less about the great man 
of its title than the women that 
Oscar Feldman, fictional 20th-
century New York figurative 

painter, leaned on and left behind. 
Christensen tells the story with striking 

compassion and grace.” —Publishers Weekly 

 
The Hour I First Believed,  

by Wally Lamb 
 

Caelum and his wife are 
employees of Columbine High 

School in April of 1999 when two 
vengeful students go on a 
premeditated, murderous 

rampage. The couple grapples 
with confounding revelations from the past as 

they struggle to fashion a future out of tragedy. 
 

 

Dragon House, by John Shors 
 

Set in modern-day Vietnam, 
Dragon House tells the tale of Iris 
and Noah—two Americans, who, 

as a way of healing their own 
painful pasts, open a center to 
house and educate Vietnamese 

street children. Iris and Noah find 
themselves reborn in an exotic 

land filled with corruption and chaos, sacrifice and 
beauty. 

 
 

Now & Then,  
by Jacqueline Sheehan 

 
When Anna O'Shea finds herself 

transported to 19th-century 
Ireland, the past offers her a 

chance at love. The finely 
wrought characters of the past 
reveal the road home. Mystical, 

charming, and fantastic, the New 
York Times bestselling author of Lost & Found 
offers a poignant tale of a remarkable journey. 

 
Netherland, by Joseph O’Neill 

 
In a post-9/11 New York City, 

Hans—a banker originally from 
the Netherlands—finds himself 
marooned among the strange 

occupants of the Chelsea Hotel. 
Hans stumbles upon the vibrant 
subculture of cricket, where he 
revisits his lost childhood and 
begins to reconnect with his adopted country.  

Fiction Recommendations 
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Nothing to be Frightened Of, 
by Julian Barnes 

 
Julian Barnes’ new book is, among 
many things, a family memoir, a 

meditation on mortality, a 
celebration of art, and an 

argument with and about God. 
Though he warns us that ‘this is 

not my autobiography’, the result is like a tour of 
the mind of one of our most brilliant writers. 

 
 

Hurry Down Sunshine, by 
Michael Greenberg 

            
"One afternoon, without warning, 
Michael Greenberg's 15 year-old 
daughter comes unhinged, and 

Greenberg is faced with a decision 
no parent should have to confront. 
Hurry Down Sunshine will take its 
place among classics such as Girl 

Interrupted and Bell Jar. A surefire conversation-
starter for bookclubs."  —Reviewed by: Scott 

 
 

The Hemingses of Monticello, 
by Annette Gordon-Reed 

 
Winner of the National Book 

Award and the Pulitzer Prize, this 
epic work tells the story of the 
Hemingses, whose close blood 
ties to our third president had 
been systematically expunged 

from American history until very 
recently. Now, Annette Gordon-Reed, a historian 

and scholar, tells the story of the Hemings family. 
 

 
Alex & Me,  

by Irene Pepperberg 
 

"This book is a story of three 
things: a gray-African parrot 

named Alex, the scientist who 
trained him, and the development 
of animal behavior science.  This 

book is the humorous and 
touching story of a parrot who 

revolutionized a field."  —Reviewed by: Corinne 

 

Finding Beauty in a Broken 
World, by Terry Tempest 

Williams 
 

In her most original, provocative, 
and eloquently moving book since 
Refuge, Terry Tempest Williams 
gives us a luminous chronicle of 
finding beauty in a broken world. 
This book searches for deeper understanding in 
an era of physical and spiritual fragmentation. 

 
 

Learning to Breath,  
by Alison Wright 

 
"Photojournalist Alison Wright was 

traveling on a mountain road in 
Laos when a logging truck 

crashed into her bus. Her memoir 
recounts the fourteen hours she 
relied on meditation before she 

got medical attention as well as her spiritual 
journey through the difficult process of 

recovery."  —Reviewed by: Ellen 
 

 

The Legend of Colton H. 
Bryant, by Alexandra Fuller 

 
From the bestselling author of 

Don’t Let’s Go to the Dogs Tonight 
comes the unforgettable true story 
of a boy who comes of age in the 

oil-fields of Wyoming; a 
heartrending story of the human 
spirit that lays bare where it is that wisdom truly 

resides. The story of Colton H. Bryant’s life is 
quintessentially American, moving, and tough. 

 
 

The Daily Coyote, by 
Shreve Stockton 

 
Photographer and writer Shreve 

Stockton traded in New York 
City for Ten Sleep, Wyoming 

and coyote pup named Charlie. 
In arresting prose and 

photography, The Daily Coyote 
is a meditation on forgiveness, 

loyalty, and love in all its forms. 

Nonfiction Recommendations 
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Christine 
 

“I have been working at the 
bookstore for just a little 
over a year now. I was an 

English major so I like 
reading all kinds of books...

the classics mostly, but 
lately have been reaching 

for a lot of memoirs and essays (I think to make 
me feel like I'm still learning something).”  

 
Mother Night,  

by Kurt Vonnegut 
 

Certainly one of Vonnegut's 
tamer novels as far as odd 

happenings (there are no aliens 
and time travel is limited to 
flashbacks) are concerned, 

Mother Night calls into question 
issues of morality surrounding a 

man involved with both the Allied and Axis 
forces during the Holocaust.  

 
 

Interpreter of Maladies,  
by Jhumpa Lahiri 

 
Jhumpa Lahiri plays to her forte 

with this collection of short 
stories. There is at least one 

story that will speak to you, this 
book is an exploration of what it 
is to be Indian, what it is to be a 

woman, what it is to be human.  
 
 

 
Dreaming in Hindi,  

by Katherine Russell Rich  
(in paperback July 2010)  

 

This book had a good balance of 
story and science as the author 
attempted to defy the linguistic 
theory of the "critical period" by 
heading over to Udaipur to learn 
Hindi as an adult. Dreaming in 

Hindi is demonstrative of the direct mutual 
relationship between people and their language. 

 

Nikki 
 

Nikki Dunas has worked at the 
Boulder bookstore since 2003, as 

the Used Books manager, an 
author event host, and an 
assistant to the corporate 

services director. She holds an M.
F.A. in fiction from the 

Bennington Writing Seminars, and has taught 
yoga internationally and in Colorado. 

 
No One Belongs Here More 
Than You, by Miranda July 

 
Miranda July is funny, quirky, 

observant and curious.  She plays 
with form and tells stories in 

original, compelling ways. These 
stories do not merely wow, they 
sing and dance.  They offer an 
important new angle to what is 

possible and they are so full of vitality they 
might even inspire you to write.  

  
  

Going to Meet the Man,  
by James Baldwin 

 

These stories almost continually 
gripped me. From the heroin 

that a jazz pianist uses to face 
the terror of pouring his life into 
his music, to the rigid piety of a 
father who cannot forgive his 

illegitimate son, Baldwin’s ability 
to portray his characters in sentences that flow 
like water makes him a master of literary art. 

 
The Shell Collector, 
by Anthony Doerr 

 
Anthony Doerr is one of my new 
favorite writers. His capacity for 
detail is awe-inspiring without 
being overwhelming.  These 

stories are so quiet and deep in 
their profundity they can and 

should be read more than once.  
From a blind shell collector to a Montana 
hunter, these stories will seep into you. 

Staff Recommendations 



Alyssa 
 

“I have been a Boulder Book 
Store employee since 2001. 

Mostly, I read fiction, 
especially new releases, and 
my recent recommendations 
include Child 44, Chronic City, 

and Her Fearful Symmetry. 
Among my favorite authors 

are W.G. Sebald, Salman Rushdie, Margaret 
Atwood, and Roberto Bolano.” 

 
Extremely Loud & Incredibly 
Close, by Jonathan Safran 

Foer 
 

This tragicomic novel, which 
follows a young boy's quest for a 

lock that matches a key 
belonging to his recently 

deceased father, is a testament 
to the endurance of imagination, hope and 

friendship. 

 
Purple Hibiscus, by 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
 

Intimacy does not exist without 
tyranny, beauty without pain, and 
hope without struggle.  Like the 
purple hibiscus in Aunt Ifeoma's 

garden this book is "rare, fragrant 
with the undertones of 

freedom….a freedom to be, to 
do." 

 
 

The Hakawati,  
by Rabih Alameddine 

 
Like a skilled hakawati 
(storyteller), the author 

interweaves tales of 
contemporary Lebanon and the 
ancient Middle East to narrate a 

family's multi-generational 
history of suffering and survival. 

Mandy 
Mandy is the Events Manager at 
Boulder Book Store, and runs the 

Teen Bookclub and the Fiction 
Bookclub. 

 
Paper Towns,  
by John Green 

 
Paper Towns is an absolute page-
turner, with quirky friends, weird 

parents, laugh-out-loud moments, 
and a serious undertone. 

 

 
Impossible,  

by Nancy Werlin 
 

Rooted in folklore, this tale of a 
girl given three impossible tasks 

is building momentum as an adult 
bookclub selection. 

 
Stephanie 

Stephanie is the Marketing Assistant 
at Boulder Book Store and runs the 

Poetry Book Club. 

 
I Am Not Sidney Poitier,  

by Percival Everett 
 

This is the meandering, highly 
intelligent and highly 

entertaining story of the life of 
the curiously named Not Sidney 

Poitier and the characters he 
encounters.  

 
Transformations,  
by Anne Sexton 

 

This collection of poems by the 
fabulous Sexton reimagines, 
parodies, and expands upon 

Grimm’s fairy tales, bringing a 
modern and provocative edge to 

these well known stories. 
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Randy Hickernell is sales representative 

from Hachette Book Group. 
 

 
The Gift of Rain,  
by Tan Twan Eng                          

 

"This remarkable debut saga of 
intrigue and akido flashes back to a 

darkly opulent WWII-era Malaya. 
Eng's characters are as deep and 
troubled as the time in which the 
story takes place. " —Publishers 

Weekly, starred review 
 

 The Disappearance of Irene 
Dos Santos,  

by Margaret Mascarenhas 
 

Irene dos Santos disappeared at 
age 15. Now, years later, she 
appears ghostlike in her best 
friend's dreams, prompting a 
quest for the truth behind her 

disappearance.  
 

The Hummingbird's Daughter, 
by Luis Alberto Urrea  

 
The prizewinning writer's long-

awaited novel is an epic mystical 
drama of a young woman's 

sudden sainthood in late 19th-
century Mexico.  

* also available in Spanish: La Hija 
De La Chuparrosa 

 
 The Absolutely True Diary of 

a Part-Time Indian,  
by Sherman Alexie   

 

Meet Junior, a teenage Indian boy 
struggling to be something other 

than what is expected of him. 
Alexie guides readers through 
Junior’s life and it’s a wild ride. 

  

The Monster of Florence, by 
Douglas Preston & Mario Spezi 

 
With the gripping suspense of his  

bestselling novels, Douglas 
Preston weaves a true-story, 

captivating account of crime and 
punishment in the lush hills of 

Florence, Italy.  
 

 God Is Not Great,  
by Christopher Hitchens   

 

Hitchens, one of our great 
political pugilists, delivers the 

best of the recent rash of atheist 
manifestos, complete with on-the-

ground glimpses of religion's 
worst face in various war zones 
and isolated despotic regimes. 

 
 A Terrible Glory, by James 

Donovan  
 

“The richest and most carefully 
documented account of the 1876 
battle yet. The examination of the 
battle's aftermath is illuminating, 
revealing events that fixed many 
erroneous notions in the public's 
mind.” —Reviewed by: Warren 

 
 Featured Bookclub Author: 

Kate Atkinson, Case 
Histories, One Good Turn   

 
"Her gift is presenting an 
unnerving and subversive 

philosophy as a dazzling form of 
entertainment."  

           —Sunday Times 

 
Featured Bookclub Series:  

The Mysterious Benedict 
Society,  

by Trenton Lee Stewart      
 

(When you’ve finished that, 
pick up the second book: The 
Mysterious Benedict Society 
and the Perilous Journey!) 

Randy’s Recommendations 
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The Dolphin People,  
by Torston Krol  
(December 2009) 

 

Life of Pi meets Lord of the Flies in 
this darkly comic postmodern 
novel par excellence from the 

author of the critically acclaimed 
Callisto. While fleeing Germany 

after World War II, a family arrives 
in Venezuela and encounters an Amazon tribe 

that mistakes them for dolphins in human form. 

 
The Women, by T.C. Boyle 

(January 2010) 
 

"This fictional account of Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s life is told through 
the eyes of the four women he 

loved.  The novel is narrated by a 
Japanese architect who was one 
of Wright’s apprentices. I loved 
the perspective, not only about 

the very different women, but also about his 
beloved master, an eccentric, self-absorbed, and 

talented architect." —Reviewed by: Sally  
 

When Will There Be Good 
News?, by Kate Atkinson 

(January 2010) 
 

On a dark night, ex-detective 
Jackson Brodie finds himself on a 

crowded train. Lost in his 
thoughts, he suddenly hears a 

shocking sound. Three lives come 
together in unexpected and 

deeply thrilling ways in the latest novel from the 
critically acclaimed author of Case Histories. 

 
 

Little Bee, by Chris Cleave 
(February 2010) 

 

Chris Cleave's Little Bee works 
because the unflinching, brutal 

story balances an outwardly 
political motive with rich, deep 

character development (and even 
some welcome humor), focusing 

narrowly on events before 
broadening to reveal some larger truths.  

 

Shanghai Girls, by Lisa See 
(February 2010) 

 

"Two sisters infused with 
shanghai glamor, have never 

known poverty or conflict.  But 
their lives are jarred into reality 

when their father's gambling 
debts dissolve the family fortune, 
and they are forced to flee. The 
sisters must suddenly learn to survive in a harsh 

and unforgiving world." —Reviewed by: Mari 
 

 

The Help, by Kathryn 
Stockett (February 2010) 

 

Three ordinary women are about 
to take one extraordinary step. 
Seemingly as different from one 
another as can be, these women 
will nonetheless come together 

for a clandestine project that will 
put them all at risk. The Help is a 
timeless and universal story about the lines we 

abide by, and the ones we don't. 
 

 
Outcasts United, by Warren 

St. John (February 2010) 
 

"This book is more than the story 
of a remarkable soccer team, it is 
the story of a determined woman 
and a town rocked by prejudices 
and the ravages of wars.  St. John 

combines history, politics, and 
memoir in this heartwarming 

story of a group of boys whose only connection is 
their love of soccer." —Reviewed by: Mandy 

 
 

Let the Great World Spin, by 
Colum McCann (June 2010) 

 

It is 1974, and a mysterious 
tightrope walker is running, 

dancing, leaping between the 
Twin Towers, suspended a quarter 

mile above the ground. In the 
streets below, a slew of ordinary 

lives become extraordinary in 
bestselling novelist Colum McCann’s stunningly 

intricate portrait of a city and its people. 

Coming Soon to Paperback 
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Here are some great resources for your bookclubs, complete with tips, 
reading recommendations, and discussion questions. Please note that 

some of these sites link to chain stores—if you find something you 
like, remember that we can order it for your bookclub at a discount! 

Support the community your bookclub lives in! 
 

IndieBound for Reading Groups:  
http://www.indiebound.org/reading-group-indie-next-list 

LitLovers: http://www.litlovers.com/index.html  
Book Club Girl: http://www.bookclubgirl.com/  

Oprah's Bookclub: http://www.oprah.com/entity/oprahsbookclub 
Jewish Bookclub Lists:  

http://www.jewishlibraries.org/ajlweb/resources/bookclub_lists.htm 
 
 
 

And here are some great guides from the publishers: 
 

Random House: http://www.randomhouse.com/rgg/ 
Penguin: http://us.penguingroup.com/static/pages/bookclubs/index.html 

Simon & Schuster: http://community.simonandschuster.com/ 
HarperCollins: http://www.harpercollins.com/Readers/readingGroups.aspx 

W.W. Norton: http://www.wwnorton.com/trade/rgg.htm 
Hachette: http://www.hachettebookgroup.com/books_reading-group-guides.aspx 

 

 
 

Info About Local Authors: 
 

The following are local authors who may be interested in visiting your bookclub.  
The best way to contact these authors is to visit their websites. 

 
John Shors, Marilyn Krysl, Janis Hallowell, Jeff Long, Robert Dresner, Joyce Lebra,  
Carrie Vaughn, Ezra Rose, Lynda Hilburn, Elisabeth 

Hyde, Carrie Host, Christopher Ransom 
 

Look for more local authors here: 
http://www.coloradopoets.org/coloradopoets.html 

http://www.coloradobook.org/booc_authorspeaker.htm 

 
 

Good luck and happy reading! 

Bookclub Resources 


