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All the Light We Cannot See 
by Anthony Doerr 

 

Three years after its first 
publication, Anthony Doerr’s 
Pulitzer-Prize winning novel of a 
blind French girl and an 
orphaned German boy during 
World War II is finally available 
in paperback, so if you haven’t 
read it before now, it’s time! 
 
 
 

 

Homegoing 
by Yaa Gyasi 

 

Homegoing follows the 
bloodlines of two sisters from 
Ghana, one whose family was 
brought to America on slave 
ships while the other stayed in 
Ghana. This book does an 
incredible job chronicling the 
horrors of the slave trade and 
the ways Africans, and African 
Americans, have suffered 
since.  

 

The Ministry of Utmost 
Happiness by Arundhati Roy 

 

The Ministry of Utmost 
Happiness takes us on an 
intimate journey of many 
years across the Indian 
subcontinent—from the 
neighborhoods of Old Delhi to 
the mountains of Kashmir. Its 
heroes have been broken by 
the world and are then 
patched together by 
love and hope. 

 

A Gentleman in Moscow  
by Amor Towles 

 

In 1922, Count Rostov is 
deemed an unrepentant 
aristocrat by a Bolshevik 
tribunal, and is sentenced to 
house arrest, which provides 
him entry into a world of 
emotional discovery. This novel 
relates the count's endeavor to 
gain a deeper understanding of 
what it means to be a 
man of purpose. 

On Tyranny 
by Timothy Snyder 

 

The Founding Fathers tried to 
protect us from the tyranny 
that overcame ancient 
democracy. Today, we face 
threats not unlike the 
totalitarianism of the 20th 
century. We are no wiser than 
those who saw democracy 
yield to fascism, Nazism, or 
communism. But we can 
learn from them.  

 

No Is Not Enough 
by Naomi Klein 

 

Trump's takeover of the White 
House is a dangerous 
escalation in a world of crises, 
and his agenda will generate 
waves of disasters and shocks 
to the economy, national 
security, and the environment. 
This book offers a positive 
shock, helping us understand 
how we got here, and how 
we can heal. 

  

Al Franken, Giant of the Senate 
by Al Franken 

 

This book chronicles an unlikely 
campaign that had an 
improbable ending: the nation's 
foremost satirist serves in the 
US Senate and turns out to be 
good at it. Franken takes us 
from SNL to the campaign trail 
and behind the scenes of some 
of the most dramatic and/or 
hilarious moments of 
his new career. 

 

Theft by Finding 
by David Sedaris 

 

For 40 years, David Sedaris has 
kept a diary in which he records 
everything that captures his 
attention. Now, Sedaris shares 
his private writings with the 
world. Written with a sharp eye 
for the bizarre, the beautiful, 
and the  uncomfortable, Theft 
by Finding proves that Sedaris 
is one of our great 
modern observers.  
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Priscilla Stuckey 
August 23rd, 7:30pm, $5 

 

With the future of life on Earth 
threatened by climate change, 
Tamed by a Bear shows one 
person responding to the call 
of her heart, which is also the 
call of Earth to all human 
beings today: Listen to a more-
than-human wisdom to address 
the social and environmental 
crises facing the world. 
 

 

Michael Huttner 
August 29th, 7:30pm, $5 

 

This book is for all Americans 
who consider themselves part 
of the Resistance — people who 
wake up every day and think, 
"What can I do to stop Trump?" 
The Resistance Handbook: 45 
Ways to Fight Trump offers a 
much-needed guide to fighting 
Trump and building a better, 
more just, and more 
equitable America.  

 

Tommy Caldwell and 
Gabriel Tallent 

September 25th, 
7:30pm, $5 

 

The Push is a memoir 
by rock climber Tommy 
Caldwell, the first 
person to free climb 
the Dawn Wall of 

Yosemite's El Capitan. My Absolute Darling is an 
immersive, all-consuming read about one fourteen-
year-old girl's heart-stopping fight 
for her own soul. On Sale 8/29 
 

Bradford Morrow 
October 11th, 7:30pm, $5 

 

Evoking decades of Prague's 
tragic and triumphant history, 
from World War I through the 
Velvet Revolution, and moving 
from postwar London to 
immigrant America, The 
Prague Sonata evokes the 
ways in which notes of love 
and sacrifice become part of 
the symphony of life. 

On Sale 10/3 

David Goodrich 
August 24th, 7:30pm, $5 

 

After a career in climate 
science and worried that the 
American people are willfully 
deluded by the misinformation 
about climate, David rode his 
bike from Delaware to Oregon, 
talking with the people he met 
on this ultimate road trip. A 
Hole in the Wind is a refreshing 
ride through a 
controversial topic. 

 

Robert Wright 
September 12th, 7:30pm, $5 

 

In Why Buddhism is True, 
Robert Wright leads readers on 
a journey through psychology 
and philosophy to show why 
meditation can serve as the 
foundation for a spiritual life in 
a secular age. This is the first 
book to combine psychology 
with neuroscience to defend 
the claims at the heart 
of Buddhist philosophy. 

 

Jodie Hollander 
October 4th, 7:30pm, $5 

 

Set against the vicissitudes of 
growing up in a family of 
musicians, Jodie Hollander's 
beautifully structured debut 
follows the story of a daughter's 
maturing relationship with her 
mother. These powerful poems 
chart with passion, musicality, 
and insight a journey towards 
familial understanding and 
reconciliation. On Sale 9/1 

 

Helen Thorpe 
November 14th, 7:30pm, $5 

 

The Newcomers follows the 
lives of 22 immigrant teens 
through the course of the 2015
-2016 school year as they land 
at a High School in Denver, in 
an English Language 
Acquisition class. Speaking no 
English, their stories are 
remarkable as they face the 
challenge of adapting. 

11/14 
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A Hero of France 
by Alan Furst 

 

A taut thriller about French 
resistance in Paris during WWII. 
Charged with helping downed 
British airmen escape, 
Mathieu’s cell works tirelessly, 
even as the net closes in 
around them. Half the fun of 
this novel is Furst’s knowledge 
of France during the war, 
lending to the story a level 
of authenticity. ~Harry 

 

The Woman in Cabin 10 
by Ruth Ware 

 

Days after her apartment was 
burgled, Lo finds herself 
assigned to the maiden voyage 
of a cruise ship. But the trip’s 
perfect feel ends when Lo is 
woken by a scream, then a 
splash. No guest or crew is 
missing the next morning. 
What’s better than a mystery in 
a place that won’t let you 
escape?     ~April  

 

The Crow Girl 
by Erik Axl Sund 

 

This novel is about true villains 
and what will turn anyone evil. 
Set in Sweden, the story follows 
policewoman Jeanette Kilhberg 
and physiologist Sofia 
Zetterlund as they solve the 
brutal murders of immigrant 
boys. This novel considers the 
lengths to which good has to 
understand evil to conquer 
it.              ~Ella 

 

A Head Full of Ghosts 
by Paul Tremblay  

 

What do you get when a family 
turns to religion after doctors 
can’t help their schizophrenic 
daughter Marjorie? A reality 
television show! The book is 
told through the view of Merry, 
Marjorie’s sister. Merry’s 
commentary and all the twists 
this book takes you through 
will have you in shivers. 

~Cora 

Bread and Wine  
by Ignazio Silone 

 

This Italian novel from the ‘30s 
details life under fascism 
through the eyes of a 
revolutionary. Pietro believes 
that a dictatorship cannot 
succeed if one man is 
courageous enough to speak 
against it. The people he has put 
his hopes into get caught up in a 
patriotic war leaving him to 
struggle on his own. ~ Arsen  

 

So Much Blue 
by Percival Everett  

 

Kevin Pace is an artist working 
on a secret canvas during key 
times in his life: his adventures 
in El Salvador in 1979, an affair 
in France, and dealing with his 
pregnant daughter in the 
present time. Everett develops 
each of these stories and lets 
readers draw their own 
conclusions of how they fit 
together.     ~Arsen 

 

Nicotine 
by Nell Zink 

 

When Penny is called upon to 
evict a group of squatters from 
her late father’s childhood 
house, she finds that she can’t 
do it. In these strange activists 
(their main cause seems to be 
smoking) she finds a 
community and love. All is well 
until her cold-hearted brother 
arrives and exposes her 
for who she is.  ~Arsen 

 

Blue Money 
by Janet Capron  

 

Posed as a novel, this portrait of 
street life during the upheaval 
of the '70s is a beautifully 
written account of a life that 
many of us would find alarming. 
Capron's honesty about her 
follies and choices during this 
period make this a cut above 
the usual "Here was the messed 
up part of my life" book. 

~Nick 

Our Booksellers Recommend... 
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On Trails 
by Robert Moor 

 

Moor examines the concept of 
the trail and tries to 
understand why humans, 
insects, and animals are 
attracted to them. Infusing 
science with personal 
narrative, Moor takes us on a 
journey around the world 
focusing on different kinds of 
trails and unpacking their 
uses and meanings. ~Anna 

 

Returning to Reims 
by Didier Eribon  

 

This book explores the 
personal history of a working 
class family in France. Eribon 
attempts to understand how 
his family's political identity 
shifted from extreme left to 
extreme right. This book gives 
words to the importance of 
populist parties, and how 
leaders of political parties 
shape the way we think 
about the group. ~Teresa 

 

Cannabinoids and the Brain  
by Linda A. Parker 

 

This book is much needed in a 
market filled with amateurish, 
poorly researched speculative 
nonsense by happy-go-lucky 
stoners. If you like cited 
studies, objective descriptions 
of genetic processes and their 
interactions with chemicals, 
and the cool eye of a 
neuroscientist, this 
book is for you. ~Nick 

 

The Rules Do Not Apply 
by Ariel Levy  

 

Fighting to understand herself 
as a woman, partner, writer, 
and mother, Ariel Levy shares 
her struggles in this moving 
memoir. Levy's story of 
heartbreak helps us look into 
our own lives and examine 
how we grieve. This book is an 
honest account of the beauty 
and challenges of 
womanhood. ~Anna 

Digging Up Mother 
by Doug Stanhope 

 

Doug Stanhope is one of the 
comedians who you turn on to 
test whether your friends are 
"on the level,” and this book 
provides a new dimension of 
emotion to his legacy. This 
provides a look at the 
psychology that forges a comic. 
It leads to contemplation about 
family and the complicated 
path of destiny.  ~Nick 

 

The Argonauts 
by Maggie Nelson 

 

Interweaving philosopher’s 
thoughts with her own, Maggie 
Nelson paints a beautiful self-
portrait. As she analyzes her 
pathway to motherhood, her 
relationship with her gender 
identity, and her awareness of 
inequalities and privileges in 
her life, I found myself wishing 
I could sit next to her as 
she writes. ~Anna 

 

Magpie Murders 
by Anthony Horowitz  

 

Anthony Horowitz takes the 
Agatha Christie-style mystery 
and doubles down in this 
ingenious novel. When an 
author of a popular detective 
series is found dead, his editor 
starts looking for clues and the 
missing pages of his new book.  
Christie references abound and 
the set up is clever 
and fun.  ~Liesl 

 

Hum If You Don’t Know the 
Words by Bianca Marais  

 

In her debut novel, Marais 
brings us a tale of betrayal and 
redemption. Robin is a white 
girl living a sheltered life in 
South Africa. Beauty is a Xhosa 
women desperate to find her 
missing daughter. These view 
points give a real glimpse of a 
time that should have been 
impossible, but was 
frighteningly real. ~Liesl 
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Rob Pine is a Sales 
Representative for 
Ingram Publisher 

Services 

 

Tower Dog by Douglas 
Scott Delaney 

 

The most dangerous job 
in America belongs to 
the tower dog, the 
people who work on cell 
towers, building the 
networks that keep us 
all connected. In Tower 
Dog, Douglas Scott 
Delaney, a tower dog 
for more than 15 years, 
draws readers into this 
high-stakes world that 
most don't even know 
exists, yet rely on every 
minute of every 
day. 

 

Exposure 
by Helen Dunmore 

 

A master of the literary 
war novel as seen 
through the lens of 
individuals impacted by 
war’s effects, in 
Exposure, Helen 
Dunmore pulls back the 
veneer of 1960’s 
London life to reveal 
just how the betrayals 
and paranoia of the 
Cold War infiltrate 
families. This is a 
propulsive novel of 
forbidden love and 
deceptions. 

 

My Heart Hemmed In 
by Marie NDiaye 

 

There is something very 
wrong with Nadia and 
her husband Ange, 
schoolteachers who 
realize that they are 
despised by everyone 
around them. One day a 
wound appears in Ange’s 
stomach, and as Nadia 
fights to save her 
husband’s life, their 
neighbor Noget—a man 
everyone insists is a 
famous author—
inexplicably imposes 
his care upon them. 

 

An Untamed State 
by Roxane Gay 

 
 

Roxane Gay is a 
powerful voice whose 
short stories and essays 
have earned her an 
enthusiastic audience. 
In An Untamed State, 
she delivers an assured 
debut about a woman 
kidnapped for ransom, 
her captivity as her 
father refuses to pay 
and her husband fights 
for her release, and her 
struggle to come to 
terms with the 
ordeal. 

 

The Clay Girl 
by Heather Tucker  

 

This book left me 
searching the depths of 
my subconscious for the 
shape of my soul. The 
narrative voice evolves 
from the perspective of a 
young girl to a woman, 
and the main character, 
Ari, is so engaging that 
she distracts you from 
her horrific past. I was 
happy to float alongside 
her through a story that 
evolved the ways I look 
at myself, at others, 
and at love. ~Lara 

Rob’s Recommendations 
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Rob Pine is a Sales 
Representative for 
Ingram Publisher 

Services 

 

Body of Water 
by Chris Dombrowski 

 

 

Bonefish are prized for 
their elusiveness and 
tenacity, and no one was 
better at hunting them 
than David Pinder. But 
when Chris Dombrowski 
meets Pinder, he has 
been abandoned by the 
fishing industry he 
helped build. As Pinder’s 
stories unfold, 
Dombrowski discovers a 
profound integrity and 
wisdom in the guide's 
life. 

In Paperback 8/15 
 

Queen of Spades  

 

Queen of Spades 
revamps a classic 
Pushkin fable, set in a 
Seattle-area casino 
populated by a pit boss 
with six months to live, 
a dealer obsessing over 
the mysterious methods 
of an elderly customer 
known as the Countess, 
and a recovering 
gambler who finds 
herself trapped in a 
cultish twelve-step 
program. 

On Sale 10/10 

The Disappeared 
by Adam Braver 

 

The Disappeared traces a 
pair of survivors: a 
woman whose husband is 
missing in a San 
Bernardino-type attack, 
and a man who thinks his 
sister was an unidentified 
victim of the '93 World 
Trade Center bombing. 
With a mix of nuance and 
momentum, Braver 
portrays their post-
trauma experience in the 
face of relentless public 
feedback.  

On Sale 10/3 
 

History of Wolves 
by Emily Fridlund  

 

Linda lives in a 
commune in Minnesota. 
Isolated at home and an 
outsider at school, 
Linda is drawn to the 
new history teacher Mr. 
Grierson. When Mr. 
Grierson is faced with 
child pornography 
charges, his arrest 
deeply affects Linda as 
she wrestles with her 
own fledgling desires 
and craving to belong. 

In Paperback 
11/7 

 

The Tobacconist 
by Robert Seethaler 

 

I loved this book. It is 
about a young man who 
arrives in Vienna after 
growing up in the 
countryside just as the 
Nazis are coming to 
power. The story of his 
coming of age shows 
what it means to not 
only become a man but 
a hero, and how courage 
manifests itself (or 
doesn't) at different 
stages of life. 

On Sale 9/5 
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Between the Covers – Bookclub Night Summer 2017 

 

 

Randy Hickernell is a 
Sales Representative 
for Hachette Book 

Group 
 

 

Mischling 
by Affinity Konar 

 

Where do you find the 
will to survive when the 
most important part of 
you goes missing? This 
question is central to 
Mischling, a novel told 
from the perspective of 
twin sisters subjected to 
Mengele’s experiments 
in Auschwitz. This is the 
closest a novel has ever 
brought me to tears. 
However, it is not a 
message of despair, but 
of hope. 

~Trevor 
 

Today Will Be Different 
by Maria Semple 

 

Eleanor knows she's a 
mess. But today, she 
will tackle the little 
things. She will have her 
poetry and yoga lessons 
after dropping off her 
son. She will initiate sex 
with her husband. But 
before she can put her 
plan into action, life 
happens. This is a 
hilarious story about 
how sometimes it takes 
facing up to our former 
selves to truly 
begin living. 

 

Girl in the Blue Coat 
by Monica Hesse 

 

Amsterdam, 1943. 
Hanneke spends her 
days selling black 
market goods. Then a 
client asks Hanneke to 
find a Jewish teenager 
who had been hiding, 
who has vanished 
without a trace. 
Hanneke initially wants 
nothing to do with such 
dangerous work, but is 
drawn into a web of 
mysteries that lead her 
into the heart of 
the resistance. 

 

Imagine Me Gone 
by Adam Haslett 

 

When Margaret's fiance, 
John, is hospitalized for 
depression in 1960s 
London, she faces a 
choice: carry on with 
their plans despite what 
she now knows of his 
condition, or back away 
from the suffering it 
may bring her. She 
decides to marry him. 
Imagine Me Gone is the 
unforgettable story of 
what unfolds from this 
act of love and 
faith.   

The Absolutely True 
Diary of a Part-Time 

Indian  
by Sherman Alexie 

 

This is the story of 
Junior, a budding 
cartoonist growing up on 
the Spokane Indian 
Reservation. 
Determined to take his 
future into his own 
hands, Junior leaves his 
troubled school on the 
rez to attend an all-
white farm town high 
school where the only 
other Indian is the 
school mascot. 

Randy’s Recommendations 

F F 

F 

F 

F 



Page 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shelter 
by Jung Yun 

 

Kyung is a father burdened by a house he can’t 
afford. His parents live in the town’s most exclusive 
neighborhood. When an act of violence leaves his 
parents unable to live on their own, Kyung takes 
them in. Once more under the same roof, Kyung 
questions what it means to be a good husband, 
father, and son, while the life he knew crumbles. 
 

The Fellowship 
by Philip & Carol Zaleski 

 

C.S. Lewis is the 20th century's most widely read 
Christian writer and J.R.R. Tolkien its most beloved 
mythmaker. For three decades, they and their 
closest associates formed a literary club known as 
the Inklings.  
In The Fellowship, Philip and Carol Zaleski offer the 
first complete rendering of the Inklings' lives and 
works. 

You’ll Grow Out of It 
by Jessi Klein 

 

As a tomboy and late 
bloomer, comedian Jessi 
Klein grew up feeling 
more like an outsider 
than a participant in the 
rites of modern 
femininity. In You’ll 
Grow Out of It, Klein 
offers—through a 
collection of real-life 
stories—a relentlessly 
funny yet poignant take 
on a variety of topics 
she has experienced 
along her journey to 
womanhood.  

 

Gödel, Escher, Bach 
by Douglas R. Hofstadter  

 

Gödel, Escher, Bach is a 
treatise exploring 
patterns and symbols in 
the thinking of 
mathematician Kurt 
Gödel, artist M. C. 
Escher and composer 
Johann Sebastian Bach. 
It has set the standard 
for interdisciplinary 
writing. This is an 
exploration of ideas at 
the heart of cognitive 
science: meaning, 
reduction, recursion, 
and more. 

 

The Boy Who Was Raised 
As a  Dog by Bruce Perry 

& Maia Szalavitz  
 

How does trauma affect 
a child's mind—and how 
can that mind recover? 
Dr. Perry explains what 
happens to the brains of 
children exposed to 
extreme stress and 
shares their lessons of 
courage, humanity, and 
hope. Only when we 
understand the science 
of the mind can we heal 
the spirits of wounded 
children.  

On Sale 8/29 

 

 

Randy Hickernell is a 
Sales Representative 
for Hachette Book 

Group 
 

 

Head in the Cloud 
by William Poundstone 

 

Most people can't find 
Delaware on a map or 
correctly spell the word 
occurrence. But how 
important is it to know 
facts? William 
Poundstone shows that 
many areas of 
knowledge correlate 
with the quality of our 
lives. Poundstone 
examines what 
Americans don’t know 
on topics ranging from 
quantum physics to 
pop culture. 

 

Shrill 
by Lindy West 

 

Lindy West shares how 
to survive in a world 
where not all stories are 
created equal and not all 
bodies are treated with 
respect, and how to 
weather harassment, 
hatred, and loneliness, 
and walk away laughing. 
Lindy narrates her life 
with a blend of humor 
and pathos that makes a 
trip to the abortion clinic 
funny and wring tears 
out of a story about 
diarrhea. 
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Genevieve has 
been with BBS 
for three years, 
and she is one of 
our most active 
employees for 
reviewing books 
and generally 
having great 
bookish 
discussions. She 
writes in her free 
time and loves 
books of all 
varieties.  

 
Radium Girls  

by Kate Moore 
 

This moving account of 
the lives of the Radium 
Girls tells their stories 
as individuals rather 
than as statistics. In a 
world that lauded 
radium as a miracle 
cure, the dial-painters 
are assured that there 
is no harm in handling 
radium! The girls glow 
from the radium dust, 
and it isn't until years 
later that the problems 
become 
obvious. 

 

 The Stolen Child 
by Lisa Carey 

 

Visceral and honest, this 
book tells about the 
lives of two women 
living on St. Brigid’s 
island in the late 1950s. 
Irish culture and folklore 
takes center stage in 
this story that blurs the 
lines between the 
Catholic St. Brigid and 
her pagan predecessor, 
the goddess Brigid. 
Fairies and magic lurk at 
the edges of the story, 
and no one’s heart 
gets out unscathed. 

Killers of the Flower 
Moon by David Grann 

 

The best piece of 
journalism I’ve ever 
encountered. With a 
compelling narrative 
and years of research, 
David Grann recounts 
the events of the Osage 
murders in the 1920s, 
following the trail of 
evidence unearthed by 
the FBI and then 
researching further in 
pursuit of the truth. 
Heart-wrenching, 
profound, and 
deeply affecting.  

 

We Have No Idea  
by Jorge Cham & Daniel 

Whiteson 
 

Popular science at its 
best! The team behind 
PhD Comics tackles the 
big concepts of the 
universe—quantum 
mechanics, the history 
of the universe, and the 
very nature of space—
and all the things we 
don't know, and 
presents them in an 
easy-to-understand 
manner with pie charts, 
pies, llamas, 
and cartoons. 

 

Hot Milk 
by Deborah Levy 

 

Beautiful and evocative, 
this book swept me 
away. It was a book that 
was simultaneously 
complex and simple, 
about a young woman 
who travels to Spain 
with her mother to try 
and solve the mystery 
of her mother’s illness. 
Sofia is a doting nurse, 
but she increasingly 
begins to exert her own 
independence in a 
complicated series 
of relationships. 

Between the Covers – Bookclub Night Summer 2017 
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Julia comes to us 
from Boston, 
where she 
mastered in 
Library Sciences 
and worked at an 
art museum until 
she moved to 
Boulder and  
joined the BBS 
team in April 
2016. She is the 
master of window 
displays and print 
marketing, and 
she reads and 
recommends 
books of all kinds. 

 
 

Hag-Seed 
by Margaret Atwood 

 

You don't have to be 
familiar with The 
Tempest to enjoy 
Margaret Atwood's 
clever retelling of the 
play. A disgraced 
theater director begins 
teaching theater to 
convicts at a nearby 
correctional facility. Still 
fuming from the 
betrayal, he concocts a 
production of The 
Tempest to exact his 
revenge on those 
who wronged him. 

 

The Wanderers 
by Meg Howrey 

 

If someone asked you to 
go to Mars, would you 
want to? The Wanderers 
is a gorgeously written, 
character driven novel 
that follows three 
astronauts who enter a 
simulator in preparation 
for humanity's first trip 
to Mars, as well as their 
loved ones left behind. I 
was swept away by 
these character's inner 
lives; never has space 
travel felt more 
human. 

The Watchmaker of 
Filigree Street  

by Natasha Pulley 
 

After a mysterious 
pocket watch save him 
from an explosion at 
Scotland Yard, Thaniel 
tracks down its maker in 
search for answers. But 
the mysteries deepen 
when he befriends Keita 
Mori. Questions of fate 
and free will challenge 
your preconceptions in 
this genre-bending 
mystery that blends a 
complex plot with a 
little magic. 

 

The Spy 
by Paulo Coelho 

 

I didn't know much about 
Mata Hari before reading 
this —what a fascinating 
woman! Coelho weaves 
a complex tale, 
structured as death row 
letters to her lawyer, and 
portrays Mata Hari as an 
independent woman who 
lived in a time and 
society that punished 
this quality. Anyone 
interested in 
misunderstood figures in 
history should read 
this book. 
 

See What I Have Done 
by Sarah Schmidt 

 

We've all heard the 
rhyme, but mysteries 
still surround the 
murders of Andrew and 
Abby Borden. Did Lizzie 
wield the ax? Or is there 
more to the story? 
Sarah Schmidt presents 
us with a fictionalized 
telling of these infamous 
murders, and you won't 
be able to turn away.  
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Stephanie has been 
with Boulder Book 
Store since 2006. 
She has worked in 
almost every 
department in the 
store, and she 
currently sets up 
events. She runs the 
bookstore’s fiction 
book club, From Our 
Shelves. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Japanese Lover 
by Isabel Allende 

 

This is part love story, 
part mystery, partly set 
now, partly set between 
the 1930s and 1980s in 
San Francisco. The novel 
centers around Alma, in 
a nursing home called 
Lark House in present 
time, and Irina, Alma’s 
caretaker. Allende writes 
a heartbreaking story of 
people facing their past, 
taking charge of their 
lives, finding home, and 
learning to accept 
love.  

 

At the Existentialist Café 
by Sarah Bakewell 

 

Paris, 1933: three 
contemporaries meet 
over cocktails—Jean-
Paul Sartre, Simone de 
Beauvoir, and Raymond 
Aron, who raves about 
Phenomenology. This 
meeting sparked a 
movement that swept 
across the world known 
as Existentialism. This 
book follows the 
existentialists’ story, 
from the first rebellious 
spark to its role 
today. 

The Women in the Castle 
by Jessica Shattuck 

 

This is a beautifully 
written and moving 
book about three very 
different women set in 
Germany before, during, 
and after World War II. 
The combined 
perspectives of 
Marianne, Benita, and 
Ania offer a glimpse into 
a time and place where 
morals seemed broken, 
and forgiveness was 
desperately needed but 
hard to find.   

 
Commonwealth  
by Ann Patchett 

 

This is a novel about 
families falling apart 
and coming together. 
The story opens at a 
christening party where 
an uninvited guest 
kisses the mother of the 
baby and sets off a 
chain of actions that 
play out through the 
book. The story jumps 
around in time in such a 
way that you often know 
what happens to the 
characters, you just 
don't know how.  

 

The Language of Food 
by Dan Jurafsky 

 

This is a fascinating 
examination of 
language and how it 
relates to food. Jurafsky 
delves into several 
different aspects of 
linguistics, ranging from 
how you can see the 
history of a food based 
on its name, to how the 
words we choose in 
marketing reflect how 
we think about food and 
how expensive that 
food may be.  

Between the Covers – Bookclub Night Summer 2017 

Stephanie’s Recommendations 

NF 

F F 

F H 

NF 



Page 13 

 

Here are some great resources for bookclubs, 
complete with tips, recommendations, and 
discussion questions. Please note that some of these 
sites link to chain stores — If you find something 
you like, remember that we can order it for your 
bookclub at a discount. Support the community 
where your bookclub lives! 

 

LitLovers: www.litlovers.com 
Book Club Girl: www.bookclubgirl.com 
Oprah's Bookclub: www.oprah.com/app/books.html 
Jewish Book Council: www.jewishbookcouncil.org/bookclub/ 
Mother/Daughter Bookclub: www.motherdaughterbookclub.com 
Reading Group Choices: www.readinggroupchoices.com 
BookBrowse: www.bookbrowse.com/bookclubs/ 
IndieBound for Reading Groups: www.indiebound.org/reading-group-indie-next-list 
Read It Forward: www.readitforward.com 

 

Here are some great guides from the publishers: 
Macmillan: us.macmillan.com/reading-group-gold 
W.W. Norton: books.wwnorton.com/books/reading-guides-list.aspx?tid=3288 
Penguin Random House: penguinrandomhouse.com/book-clubs/ 
Simon & Schuster: simonandschuster.com/bookclubs 
HarperCollins: harpercollins.com/browse-reading-guide 
Hachette: hachettebookgroup.com/reading-group-guides/ 
Knopf Doubleday: knopfdoubleday.com/reading-group-center/ 
Grove Atlantic: groveatlantic.com/#page=inforeadersguides 
Penguin Classics: penguin.com/static/pages/classics/readingguides.php 
 

A key to the symbols in this guide:     

 

Local Authors: 
The following are local authors who may be interested in visiting your bookclub. The contact 

these authors through their websites. 
 

John Shors, Elisabeth Hyde, Erin Blakemore, BK Loren, Eleanor Brown, Melanie Warner, Dan Baum, Gail 
Storey, Rivvy Neshama, Kayann Short, Katherine Harmon Courage, Jonathan Waldman, Scott Carney, 
Erika Krouse, Sarah Elizabeth Schantz, Richard Martin, Laura Pritchett, Tiffany Quay Tyson, Edward 
Hamlin, Marah Hardt, Joanna Walters, Waylon Lewis, Stephen Graham Jones, Paul Thomas Murphy, Bob 
Litwin, Bari Tessler, Katherine Marlowe, Susan Casey, Nuanprang 
Snitbhan, Michael Brownlee, Scott G. Bruce, Paul Levitt, Laird 
Hunt, Peter Heller, Leonard David, Jeffrey Bennett, Tanja Pajevic, 
John Gierach, Benjamin Hale, Erik Weihenmayer, T. R. Reid, 
David Hicks, Eugene Buchanan, Lennard Zinn, Marc Bekoff, 
Andrew Schelling, Jon Bassoff, Philip Fernbach, Silvia Pettem 

 

Good luck &  
happy reading! 

Bookclub Resources 
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